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Turitea wind farm project update 
 

TO: Community and stakeholders, Turitea wind farm 

FROM: Mercury 

DATE: 2 April 2020 

 

This project update is to share information that was to have been discussed in a face to face meeting of the Community 

Liaison Group. Use the zoom-in function on your computer to make maps and photographs larger on this document. 

1 Update from Mercury 

At this time, Mercury’s focus is on the safety and wellbeing of our people and the communities we operate in, 

while maintaining energy supply and services to our customers and for New Zealand. 

 

This week Vince Hawksworth took up his position as Chief Executive of Mercury, a month earlier than his 

previously announced date of 28 April. 

 

“A lot of activity is underway in relation to Mercury’s and the energy sector’s response to the impacts of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Given these extraordinary times, it has been agreed that Vince will join the team early and 

will assist Mercury to manage its response in a way that supports our people, communities and the country,” said 

Mercury’s Chair, Prue Flacks. 

2 How COVID-19 has impacted this project 

COVID-19 means that this is a very uncertain time, with fast-moving developments particularly around gatherings 

and travel. The safety and wellbeing of our stakeholders and our team is as always, top priority for us. We want to 

do what is best for our people, our partners and our communities through sensible and pragmatic actions in how 

we operate. 

As required by the Government’s COVID-19 directives, we have stood down activity at the Turitea wind farm for a 

period of time. Read our announcement here, and coverage on Stuff here. 

 

Pictured below: the site has been shut down and locked up safely. 

https://www.mercury.co.nz/news/20200325-mercury-suspends-non-essential-activities
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/industries/120550136/mercury-energy-stops-work-on-its-turitea-wind-farm-in-coronavirus-lockdown


3 Overall site progress to date 

 

On-site works are starting to be visible from the city and roads around: 

• trackways being formed for the turbines at the far north of the site 

• harvesting of pine trees  

The best view of the scale of the northern end of the site including the site village works can be found a short 

drive up North Range Road past the first house (after the lockdown when we’re able to drive for non-essential 

reasons again). 



Northern wind turbine cluster 

 

 

Southern wind turbine cluster 

 

Northern Site Activities 

- Environmental controls  

- Vestas site village near 

WTG07  

- Access tracks from the 

new South Range Rd 

entrance through to 

WTG01 & WTG09 

- Foundations excavated 

for WTG04 & WTG08 

- Harvesting at WTG33 

(Plantation) 

- Transmission line access 

tracks 

 

Southern Site Activities 

- Environmental controls 

- Transmission line 

access tracks and 

foundations 

- Transmission line steel 

yard 

- Harvesting at Browns 

Flat 

- Geotech investigations 

- Transmission line 

aAccess tracks and 

foundations 

- Transmission line steel 

yard  

- Harvesting at Browns 

Flat 

- Geotech investigations 



4 Vestas: wind farm update 

Excavation of turbine (WTG) foundations has started (see below). 

 

Electrical duct is being installed and cast in, getting ready to pour the first blinding concrete layer. 

 

Pre-assembly of anchor cages for the foundation bases in preparation for the first turbine foundation. 

 

Clean water diversion channel at substation installed, with catchment pond (next page) 

 

 

 

 



 

Numerous Sediment Retention Ponds have been installed to control rainwater runoff and to remove sediment.  

 

These are installed as per the Environmental Management Plans for each site.  

 

Pictured above: Vestas has arranged for the 99 wind turbine blades to be transported from Port Taranaki to 

Palmerston North. Each blade will be transported in an over-sized truck. Two trucks with a blade each will run 

each week day from Monday to Friday, so it will take over eight weeks to move them all. Read coverage of this 

transportation in the Manawatu Standard.  

https://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/news/120737307/wind-turbine-blades-arrive-in-palmerston-north
https://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/news/120737307/wind-turbine-blades-arrive-in-palmerston-north


5 Electrix: transmission infrastructure update 

Manufacture 

- All components have been ordered  

- Steel poles and towers have been delivered to site  

- Pre-assembly of structures has started (pictured below) 

 

Assembly of pole bolt cages and jig attachment to prepare for foundation concrete pour (pictured below) 

 

Greens Road 

Sealing was completed at the end of February. It’s been a long haul but we are finally there, thanks to everyone 

for your ongoing patience and good will. 

Pictured next page, Greens Road hill section from above during construction 



 

 

Greens Road looking lovely 

 

 

 

  



Tracks and foundations 

Digging had begun for foundations and concrete pouring had started, and track work was underway.   

Pictured below: Pole 7 foundation looking north down towards Linton Substation. The foundation is 1.8m 

diameter, 11.5m deep drilled pile. Constructed with a steel casing, steel reinforcing, bolt cage installed, and 

concrete.  

 

6 Transpower: Linton substation update 

Works have progressed well at Transpower’s Linton Substation:  

- Civil works have been completed on site  

- The new bay has been completed awaiting termination of the incoming Turitea Transmission line onto the 

Gantry 

- Upcoming works - Installation of protection, communications, and switching equipment  

 
 

The beginning of installation for the new primary 
equipment at Linton Substation  
 



 
 

Erection of new steel gantry in progress 
 

 

New bay complete ready to receive incoming 
circuits from Turitea 
 

 

7 Environmental management 

Following our discussion at the Community Liaison Group meeting on 12 February, here is some more 

information about seed collection this year for the Rehabilitation and Revegetation Planting: 

- All of the seeds are collected by hand as seen in the photographs (see next page). 

- This has been a very difficult year for seed collection in New Zealand. The extremely low rainfall this summer 

has caused drought in some regions. 

- The drought has made some seed abort as the ground is so dry, and there is not enough water to keep even 

some old established plants alive.  

- In fact drought is the main killer of native seedlings in the bush; this is a natural occurrence. 

- The drought has not affected the seed stocks needed for growing Turitea seedlings as badly as expected due 

to the limited number of replanting species required. However, it has made it more time consuming to collect 

the seeds.  



 

8 Looking ahead 

While the New Zealand Government’s Alert Level 4 remains in place, our teams will work from home on planning, 

designing and reviewing to ensure that we are well prepared for when field work can restart. 

As the situation with New Zealand’s management of Covid-19 evolves, our plans may too. We will keep you 

informed of impacts relevant to this project as they become known and will make a decision on the meeting 

scheduled for 3 June closer to the time. 

9 How to contact us 

Our team remains available to discuss any questions that you may have. Please email 
turiteawindfarm@mercury.co.nz or call us on 0800 201 520 and we’ll get back to you directly. 

We have engaged a team to build a new website to better inform and engage the community (you) around the 
project. This will include all information from the current website but in an easier to navigate form. The timeframe 
for first looks at the website is end of April with a go-live the following month – we were also surprised how long it 
takes! 

 

mailto:turiteawindfarm@mercury.co.nz

