
 

 

Turitea Wind Farm Community Liaison Group – Terms of Reference 

 

1. Introduction 

In accordance with Condition 17 of Mercury’s resource consents for the Turitea Wind Farm, 
Terms of Reference for a Community Liaison Group (CLG) are required to be developed by 
Mercury and the Manawatu-Wanganui Regional, Palmerston North City and Tararua District 
Councils.  

Conditions 14 and 15 of the consents provide details on which organisations and interested 
parties Mercury shall invite to participate in the CLG, while Condition 16 provides detail on 
the specific function of the CLG. 

Accordingly, the requirements prescribed in conditions 14 through 17 of the consents have 
been used by Mercury and Manawatu-Wanganui Regional, Palmerston North City and 
Tararua District Councils to develop these Terms of Reference.  

 

2. Membership 

As far as practicable, the membership for the CLG will be invited from parties that include; 

 Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Council  
 Palmerston North City Council 
 Tararua District Council  
 Rangitane o Manawatu  
 Rangitane o Tamaki Nui a Rua  
 Owners of private land containing turbines  
 Residents in the Kahuterawa Valley (Kahuterawa Road and feeders including Green 

Road)  
 Residents in the Turitea Valley (Turitea Road and feeders, including Ngahere Park 

Road)  
 Residents on Pahiatua Track (Pahiatua-Aokautere Road and feeders)  
 Residents on Makomako Road  
 Mercury  
 Manawatu Mountain Bikers  

Notes:  
 

 The list of organisations and interested parties above has a wider range and a 
greater breakdown of community sectors than the list prescribed in Condition 14 of 
the Consents. 

 The membership list is not intended to be exclusive or final.  
 It is not mandatory for the CLG to have representatives for each of the groups listed 

above. Representation on the CLG by each of the groups listed (and any others that 
may come forward in future) is up to the wishes of each individual group. 

 Although the CLG shall strive to secure an official membership base, other members 
of the community who are not CLG members will be free to attend CLG meetings in 
accordance with the meeting protocols the CLG has set for itself outlined in Section 7 
of these Terms of Reference. 

 



 

 

An independent Chair (convenor) will be appointed to ensure adherence to the CLG agenda, 
and these Terms of Reference and to run CLG meetings in a fair and independent way.  
 

  

3. General Functions of the CLG 

Construction Phase 

‐ To enable two-way flow of relevant project related information between the local 
community and Mercury; 

‐ To share, clarify and understand the various project construction activities so that: 
o Community members:  

 remain informed about what’s happening with construction and how 
associated activities might impact them; and 

 have an opportunity to consider how they might avoid any construction 
related impacts; and 

 have an opportunity to suggest alternatives or changes to Mercury, 
that might avoid or minimise disruption or impact.   

o Mercury: 
 has an opportunity to hear any community concerns and understand 

any potential disruption or adverse impact its construction related 
activities may have on the community; and 

 can consider alternative methods or timings to avoid or minimise 
construction related disruption or impact. 

o The CLG:  
 can discuss practicable ways to avoid or minimise disruption or 

adverse construction related impacts on people’s daily lives; and 
 communicate such changes to the community. 

Operations Phase 

‐ To enable two-way flow of relevant wind farm-related information between the local 
community and Mercury; 

‐ To share, clarify and understand the wind farm operational activities so that: 
o Community members:  

 remain informed about what’s happening with wind farm operations 
and how associated activities might impact them.   

o Mercury: 
 has an opportunity to hear any community concerns and understand 

any potential disruption arising from wind farm operations. 
o The CLG:  

 can discuss practicable ways to avoid or minimise disruption arising 
from wind farm operations. 

 

4. Specific Functions of the CLG (as required by Condition 16 of the 
Consents) 

 
3.1 Discuss Mercury’s performance in terms of: 

a. Noise control and compliance; and  
b. Construction traffic impact. 

 



 

 

3.2 Consider the results of all ecological monitoring and research required in 
accordance with the consent conditions. 
 

3.3 Make recommendations to and receive feedback from Mercury, in respect of the 
above matters where considered necessary and appropriate. 
 

3.4 Have input, as appropriate, via consultation with Mercury with regards to the 
implementation of the: 

a. Noise Management Plan; 
b. Construction Environmental Management Plan; and  
c. Construction Traffic Management Plan. 

 
 

5. What is not the function of the CLG? 
 

It is not the CLG’s function to; 

 propose or discuss any changes to the activities authorised by the Turitea 
Wind Farm Consents (for example, size and layout of turbines etc); or 

 challenge or discuss the validity of the consents; 
 certify or approve management plans or procedures required by the consents. 

 
 

6. Variations to CLG’s Functions 

The CLG may vary its functions as it thinks fit from time to time to enable it to liaise more 
effectively with the community and Mercury, provided this is done in consultation with the 
Principal Planners at each respective Council, and the variation is accepted in writing by 
Mercury. 

 

7. CLG Meeting Protocols 

Unless otherwise agreed by Mercury and the Manawatu-Wanganui Regional, Palmerston 
North City and Tararua District Councils, the CLG will meet at least; 

 
o Monthly during the period prior to the commencement of construction; 
o Quarterly during the period of construction;   
o 6-monthly during the period of wind farm operation for the duration of the 

consents; 

OR 

o At such other frequency as the CLG decides. 

Specific CLG meeting times and venues will be confirmed by e-mail and documented in CLG 
meeting summaries. 

CLG meeting summaries shall be prepared and posted on the Mercury website  

http://www.mercury.co.nz/windupdates 

Any decisions made by the CLG will be via consensus with no standing orders. 


