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Turitea Wind Farm Community Liaison Group 
meeting 
 

Date: 5.30pm, 8 May 2019 

Venue: Manawatu Golf Club, Palmerston North 

PAGES: 2 

 

1 Welcome 

CRAIG DOWLING (Head of Communications, Mercury) welcomed the residents and stakeholders who were in the room, and 

introduced the Mercury team and contractors and employees of Councils. He noted the change of brand from Mighty River 

Power to Mercury since the Consent was granted. 

2 Project update 

DENNIS RADICH (Generation Development Manager, Mercury) explained the commercial necessity for secrecy before the 

announcement of the project. This need has now passed, and Mercury intends to be transparent with the community around the 

project, going forward. 

DENNIS confirmed Mercury’s commitment and responsibility to the community. The Board of Inquiry had confirmed rigorous 

consent conditions. Mercury and the Contractors we have chosen to work with are seasoned professionals in adhering to these 

conditions. 

DENNIS explained that the original turbines in the Consent were no longer readily available; in 2018 the Consent was varied to 

allow upgraded technology that remains within the consented height, but with different proportions (shorter tower, longer 

blades). 

3 The Community Liaison Group 

MARK HENRY (Environmental Resources Manager, Mercury) talked about communication. The Community Liaison Group is 

just one vehicle for open and transparent engagement with the community. The Board of Inquiry stated that the purpose of the 

Community Liaison Group is to share information and discuss construction noise, traffic and ecological studies etc, as well as 

seeking feedback on management plans.  

MARK suggested that the meeting explore how to rationalise the numbers present into a smaller group of representatives.  

Discussion from the meeting included: 

- Who had been sent the meeting invitation? Response: the current focus is on the northern turbines and transmission, 

and invite had captured all within 3.5km of the wind farm currently committed for construction. It was AGREED that 

future correspondence would broaden the catchment to include those within 3.5km of both the northern and southern 

turbines. 

- It was suggested that future Group meetings could be held with a public gallery so others could attend without 

participating and this was NOTED. 

- How long would the Group exist for? Response: It will be maintained throughout the life of the operation of the wind 

farm. 

- Would minutes be sent out? Response: Meeting protocols will be established by the group itself. A summary of each 

meeting, and reports tabled, could be made available through the website. 
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- When would the Terms of Reference be available? Response: Terms of Reference (meeting protocols and other 

administrative matters) are being developed in consultation with the Councils before being provided to the Community 

Liaison Group for feedback. The Terms would be available on the website for comment before the next meeting of the 

Group, and would be confirmed at that time. 

- Would Mercury consider having a liaison person who goes out to homes for people who have difficulty in getting out to 

attend a Group? Response: This could be considered as another vehicle for communication. 

- Why has Mercury applied for a change in the consent from 9 months establishment of the Community Liaison Group, 

to 3 months? Response: The timeframe during which the Group has its first meeting has not changed. The consent 

states the group must meet 60 working days prior to construction, and this is a genuine attempt/intent to engage in a 

meaningful way during this time.  

- Resident queried the validity of the consent due to the status of the Chair of the Board of Inquiry. Response: both 

Mercury and the Councils involved understand that this is a legitimate consent.  

 

4 Details of the wind farm build and operation 

- How many homes were monitored for noise monitoring?  Response: Background noise is being remeasured currently 

by Mercury’s noise consultant at approximately 10-12 locations. The final number of background noise monitoring 

points is being discussed with the Council’s noise expert/advisor. 

- How does the noise emitted by the V112 turbine compare with the originally consented V90? Response: The V112 is 

significantly quieter. 

- Is the noise profile assessment used at the Board of Inquiry hearing still available? Response: We are re-doing 

background noise readings and looking at the noise models afresh. This information will inform the noise management 

plan required for the site prior to operation and will all be available to the public and to the Community Liaison Group. 

- Traffic has increased since the Consent was granted. Has the road management plan been evolved? Response: traffic 

counts have not been re-done, but Consent conditions do address construction traffic. 

- The ecological survey was cut shorter. Are you hurrying through? Response: Ecological monitoring began over a year 

ago, and baseline water quality monitoring has also been done. The results are currently being written up into various 

reports and will be available to the public and the Community Liaison Group. 

- A resident new to the area asked where can he get info from the last 10 years? Another resident suggested that the 

Board of Inquiry is on Ministry Environment website [link now available on the Mercury wind farm updates website]  

 

CRAIG thanked the residents and guests for attending, the meeting closed 7.00pm. 

 

 

 


